This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 



LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended) Method for access control in factories, 

having the following steps: 

definition of access-controlled areas in a factory into which defined objects are not 
intended to enter, 

attachment of a transponder to a container, the transponder carrying information with 
respect to the contents of the container, 

provision of base stations in the access-controlled areas and, 

detection by [[the]] a base station if a container is approaching an access-controlled 
area into which the contents of the container are not intended to enter, [[and]] 

indication of the non-permitted approach of a containerff.]]^ 

z detection of an identification signal of a base station by a transponder attached to a 

container, 
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- on the basis of the identification signal detection by a transponder that the associated 

container is approaching a non-permitted area, and 

indicating the non-permitted approach acoustically and/or optically, 

z whereby the transponder is connected via the base station to the central control 

system and is suitable for transmitting data to the central control system and for indicating 
data, received from the central control system, on the container by means of a display. 

(Currently Amended) Method according to claim 1, charact e rised in that wherein 

the access-controlled area is a machine to which containers are supplied. 

(Currently Amended) Method according to on e of th e prec e ding claims, characterised by the 
following steps: claim 1, wherein 

[[-]] detection of an identification signal of a base station by a transponder attached to a 
container, 

[[-]] on the basis of the id e ntification signal, detection by a transponder that the associat e d 
container is approaching a non permitted area, and 

the indication [[of]] is a warning signal on the container. 
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4. (Currently Amended) Method according to one of the claims 1 to 3, characterised by the 
claim L comprising the following steps: 

detection of an activation signal of a base station by a transponder attached to a 
container, 

transmission of an identification from the activated transponder to the base station, 
and 

emission of a warning signal at the base station if the identification indicates a 
container which is non-permitted for the area associated with the base station. 

5 . (Currently Amended) Method according to one of the prec e ding claims, characterised in that 
claim 1 a wherein 

the transponder and/or the base station determine the distance between them by means of the 
strength of a transmitted signal. 

6. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 5, charact e ris e d in that wherein 
different measures are adopted dependent upon the determined distance. 
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7. 



(Currently Amended) Method according to claim 4, charact e ris e d in that wherein 



respectively different frequencies are used for the signal transmission from the base station to 
the transponder or vice versa. 

8 . (Currently Amended) Method according to one of the pr e c e ding claims, characteris e d in that, 
claim L wherein 

the base station actualis e s actualizes data stored in the transponder in a wireless manner. 

9. (Currently Amended) Method according to one of th e prec e ding claims, charact e rised in that 
claim 1 a wherein 

data stored in the transponder are indicated directly on the associated container. 

1 0 . (Currently Amended) Method according to one of the prec e ding claims, characterised in that 
claim 1, wherein 

the transponder has at least two antennae which are orientated orthogonally relative to each 
other, [[that]] whereby the antenna which detected the highest signal strength during a 
previous reception of a signal [[being]] is used for a transmission. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) Method according to one of th e prec e ding claims, characterised in that 
claim L wherein 

an active transponder with passive emergency operation properties is used. 

1 2 . (Currently Amended) Method according to one of th e pr e c e ding claims, charact e ris e d in that 
claim L wherein 

the container is a FOUP. 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) Method according to one of the pr e ceding claims, characteris e d in that 
claim L wherein 

the base stations are connected to a central control system which implements the processing 
of the transponder data and the localisation localization of the containers. 

Claim 14 (Cancelled). 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) Method according to on e of th e pr e ceding claims, characteris e d in that, 
claim 1, wherein 



H:\work\127\17782\Amend\17782.aml.doc 



due to the operating elements attached to the container, read-out, display and transmission 
processes can be started. 

(Currently Amended) Device for implementation of a method according to on e of th e 
preceding claims claim 1 , having the following components: 

transponder attached to the containers, 

base stations which are able to transmit signals to the transponder and to receive signals from 
the transponder, and 

a central control system which networks with the base stations and is suitable for processing 
the data received from the base stations. 

(Currently Amended) Use of a method according to on e of the claims 1 to 12 claim 1 for 
controlling the movement of containers in semiconductor 
production. 



7 



H:\work\127\17782\Amend\17782.aml.doc 



